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this book collects the contributions presented at the international congress held at the university of bologna in january
2007 where leading scholars of different persuasions and interests offered an up to date overview of the current status
of the research on linguistic universals the papers that make up the volume deal with both theoretical and empirical
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issues and range over various domains covering not only morphology and syntax which were the major focus of
greenberg s seminal work but also phonology and semantics as well as diachrony and second language acquisition
diverse perspectives illustrate and discuss a huge number of phenomena from a wide variety of languages not only
exploring  the  way  research  on  universals  tersects  with  different  subareas  of  linguistics  but  also  contributing  to  the
ongoing debate between functional and formal approaches to explaining the universals of language this stimulating
reading  for  scientists  researchers  and  postgraduate  students  in  linguistics  shows  how  different  but  not  irreconcilable
modes  of  explanation  can  complement  each  other  both  offering  fresh  insights  into  the  investigation  of  unity  and
diversity in languages and pointing to exciting areas for future research a fresh and up to date survey of the present
state  of  research  on  universals  of  language  in  an  international  context  with  original  contributions  from leading
specialists  in  the  eld  first  hand  accounts  of  substantive  ndings  and  theoretical  observations  in  diff  ent  subareas  of
linguistics huge number of linguistic phenomena and data from diffferent languages a lyzed and discussed in detail

studienarbeit aus dem jahr 2004 im fachbereich anglistik linguistik note 2 8 universität zu köln anglistisches institut
veranstaltung morphosyntax english german sprache deutsch abstract language is something uniquely human bertrand
russell stated in 1948 that a dog cannot relate his autobiography however eloquently he may bark he cannot tell you
that his parents were honest though poor whaley 1997 4 language ist not only unique to humans and diverse but there
are also commonalities between languages about five thousand languages are spoken in the world today but there still
is a basic unity that undelies their diversities many of the world s languages show similar principles an example of such
a similaritiy is word order in some languages such as english french and italian the word order is subject verb and object
this is the so called sov order besides similarities like this there also exist features between some languages which are
common to all human languages in the world and are called language universals these language universals classify
entire languages into categories which are then based on shared properties language universals are examined within
the field of typology typology has the task of examining cross linguistic patterns this means that all typological research
is based on comparisons between languages whaley 1997 7 through comparing different languages with each other one
necessarily comes into contact with universals which hold true for a group of languages or even for all languages this is
how language universals are placed within the field of typology

greenberg s language universals is typical of his typological theoretical work in its stunning originality starting out from
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the observations underlying praguian markedness greenberg contributes a mass of new data and generalizations and
lays the foundations for a post structuralist usage based theory of grammatical asymmetries this work will continue to
be influential for many years to come

word order universals

the volume explores the relationship between linguistic universals and language variation its contributions identify the
recurrent patterns and principles behind the complex spectrum of observable variation the volume bridges the gap
between cross linguistic variation regional variation diachronic variation contact induced variation as well as socially
conditioned variation moreover it addresses fundamental methodological and theoretical issues of variation research
the volume brings together internationally renowned specialists of their fields while at the same time offering a platform
for gifted and highly talented young researchers the authors come from different theoretical backgrounds and through
their work illustrate a rich array of scientific methods all authors share a strong belief in empirically founded theoretical
work the contributions span a high number of languages and dialects from many parts of the world they are extremely
broad in their empirical coverage addressing an impressive selection of grammatical domains

no detailed description available for explanations for language universals

a landmark in ethnomusicology expanded and revised

this is the latest version of the 1956 book which began the modern study of universals and provides the foundation for
many inquiries that followed the hypotheses are cast at a moderate level of abstraction and so are likely to survive as a
basis for inquiry for many decades to come prof dr william labov

a  language  universal  is  a  pattern  that  occurs  systematically  in  natural  languages  it  focuses  on  the  study  of
generalizations across languages related to perception cognition and other abilities of the brain studies in this field of
linguistics are closely associated with the field of linguistic typology which studies and categorizes languages according
to their structural characteristics its goal is to describe and explain the shared properties and the structural diversity of
the languages in the world sub disciplines of linguistic typology include qualitative typology quantitative typology
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theoretical typology syntactic typology and lexical typology this book discusses the fundamentals as well as modern
approaches of language universals and linguistic typology its objective is to give a general view of the different areas of
these fields and their applications this book attempts to assist those with a goal of delving into the field of linguistics

this book discusses how scholars in the west have conceived that human languages share important properties and how
westerners have understood the nature of second or foreign language learning

no detailed description available for language typology and language universals 2 teilband

examining language universals from a cross disciplinary perspective this book provides insights into questions such as
what exactly defines the human capacity for language are there universal properties of human languages and if so what
are they can all language universals be explained in the same way

george  dalgarno  s  art  of  signs  ars  signorum  1661  was  the  first  work  in  the  seventeenth  century  to  present  a  fully
elaborated universal language constructed on philosophical principles it contains a wealth of observations on human
language and the nature of representation in general and the author takes issue with leading philosophers of his day
notably  hobbes  and  descartes  on  epistemological  and  logical  questions  by  including  the  first  complete  english
translation alongside the latin the present edition makes this seminal text accessible to a wider audience the text is
further elucidated by a previously unpublished autobiographical tract in which dalgarno describes the development of
his ideas and his discussions with john wilkins who eventually was to produce a rival universal language scheme in this
tract dalgarno provides in unprecedented detail a lucid account of the major issues involved in the debate on the
structure of a philosophical language further tracts by dalgarno reprinted here illustrate other facets of his thought
these include a series of broadsheets in which he advertised his scheme the deaf and dumb man s tutor 1680 which
contains  some original  observations  concerning  the  teaching  of  language to  the  deaf  and a  treatise  on  double
consonants  one  of  the  earliest  treatments  of  phonotactics  in  bringing  together  for  the  first  time  the  full  range  of
dalgarno s linguistic work which has strking resonance with modern work in universal grammar and cognitive science
the present volume gives ready access to the ideas of this original and stimulating thinker

the establishment of language as a focus of study took place over many centuries and reflection on its nature emerged
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in relation to very different social and cultural practices written by a team of leading scholars this volume provides an
authoritative chronological account of the history of the study of language from ancient times to the end of the 20th
century i e recent history when modern linguistics greatly expanded comprised of 29 chapters it is split into 3 parts
each  with  an  introduction  covering  the  larger  context  of  interest  in  language  especially  the  different  philosophical
religious and or political concerns and socio cultural practices of the times at the end of the volume there is a combined
list of all references cited and a comprehensive index of topics languages major figures etc comprehensive in its scope
it is an essential reference for researchers teachers and students alike in linguistics and related disciplines

languages differ from one another in bewildering and seemingly arbitrary ways for example in english the verb precedes
the direct object understand the proof but in japanese the direct object comes first in some languages such as mohawk
it is not even possible to establish a basic word order nonetheless languages do share certain regularities in how they
are structured and used the exact nature and extent of these language universals has been the focus of much research
and is  one of  the central  explanatory goals  in  the language sciences during the past  50 years  there has been
tremendous progress a few major conceptual revolutions and even the emergence of entirely new fields the wealth of
findings and theories offered by the various language science disciplines has made it more important than ever to work
toward  an  integrated  understanding  of  the  nature  of  human  language  universals  this  book  is  the  first  to  examine
language universals from a cross disciplinary perspective it provides new insights into long standing questions such as
what exactly defines the human capacity for language are there universal properties of human languages and if so what
are  they  can  all  language  universals  be  explained  in  the  same  way  or  do  some  universals  require  different  kinds  of
explanations from others language universals is unique in starting with the assumption that the best way to approach
these and related questions is through a dialogue between a wide range of disciplines including linguistics cognitive
neuroscience philosophy computer science and biology

the discovery of linguistic universals the properties that all  languages have in common is a fundamental goal of
linguistic research linguists face the task of accounting for why languages which apparently differ so greatly from one
another on the surface display striking similarities in their underlying structure this volume brings together a team of
leading  experts  to  show how different  linguistic  theories  have  approached  this  challenge  drawing  on  work  from both
formal  and functional  perspectives it  provides a comprehensive overview of  the most  notable work on linguistic
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universals with chapters on syntax semantics phonology morphology and typology and explores a range of central
issues such as the relationship between linguistic universals and the language faculty and what linguistic universals can
tell us about our biological make up and cognitive abilities clear and succinct it will be invaluable to anyone seeking a
greater understanding of the phenomenon that is human language

in this book contributors have been brought together to discuss the role of two major factors shaping the grammars of
different  varieties  of  english  and  of  other  languages  all  over  the  world  so  called  vernacular  universals  and  contact
induced change rather than assuming a general typological perspective the studies in this volume focus on putative
universal  vernacular features significant phonological  or  morpho syntactic  parallels  found in non standard varieties of
english english based creoles and also varieties of other languages all of which represent widely differing sociolinguistic
and historical backgrounds these universals are then set against the other major explanatory factor contact induced
change  by  which  we  understand  both  the  possibility  of  dialect  contact  or  dialect  diffusion  and  language  contact
including  superstratal  substratal  and  adstratal  influences

an  introduction  to  linguistics  this  text  illustrates  the  major  concepts  with  examples  and  figures  from  a  variety  of
languages this edition includes sections on computers and language within each chapter and a section on resources
providing online addresses to visit for researching
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