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in this book thomas merton presents an interesting and lucid exploration of
the function of the bible in contemporary society the author is particularly
concerned with the bible as a dialogue between god and man with the bible s
relevance for the large number of people who challenge its fundamental truth
and with modern attitudes to the bible s ethical and moral teachings his
approach is fresh and lively he discusses the attitudes of writers and thinkers
as diverse as dietrich bonhoeffer erich fromm pasolini william faulkner and



Wilmington Guide To The Bible

marx as well as the scriptural writings of other world religions such as
judaism buddhism and confucianism

the bible s prophets an introduction for christians and jews introduces the
reader to the world of joshua judges 1 and 2 samuel 1 and 2 kings and the
literary prophets isaiah jeremiah and ezekiel plus the twelve minor prophets
hosea joel amos obadiah jonah micah nahum habakkuk zephaniah haggai
zechariah and malachi these books form the second section of the hebrew
bible the prophets neviim features introduction to the bible introduction to the
prophets and do the prophets predict the coming of the messiah each chapter
covers one particular biblical book chapter divisions 1 2introduction with
chapter by chapter analyses or section by section analyses geo political and
historical background significant events personalities concepts and divisions 3
the biblical book and the christian scriptures 4 the biblical book in rabbinic
literature how did the rabbis utilize quotations from the prophets to teach
their values extensive quotations 5 text study an excellent source for christian
jewish or interfaith study of the bible s prophets

this is a book about an ancient writer the j writer the yahwist who produced a
work of political imagination this work is embedded mainly in the first four
books of the bible best known for some of the most popular and influential
biblical stories in genesis and exodus the purpose of the book is to represent
the whole of the original story with attention to its own meaning without the
influence of the other literary strands with which it was later supplemented
therefore the work includes a fresh complete translation of the text of the j
writer who produced the bible s first history the translation itself helps to
establish more clearly than ever the integrity of the j writer the concern here
is when and why this history was written especially in light of the concerns for
justice and prosperity throughout it is demonstrated how and why this history
comes from the court of david it is a royal history of david s subjects as though
they were descended from pastoral nomads such as abram isaac and jacob it
is argued that the intended audience of the history was probably those
bedouin who regularly visited the court of david in hebron and jerusalem here
is a bold and brilliant representation of the j writer s composition perhaps as
it was originally intended to be read or heard this ancient tour de force takes
on new life in the hands of these skilled interpreters

having been a teetotaler for more than thirty years the author s personal
habits associations and sympathies have all been in favor of the unfermented
theory but the facts encountered in the present investigation have constrained
him reluctantly to conclude that so far as the wines of the ancients are
concerned unfermented wine is a myth preface

i bring you good tidings of great joy which will be to all people luke 2 10 the
word gospel means good news and who couldn t use some good news these
days the first four books of the new testament called the gospels contain the
very best news ever heard the message of how you can have

although many catholics are familiar with the four gospels and other writings
of the new testament for most reading the old testament is like walking into a
foreign land who wrote these forty six books when were they written why
were they written what are we to make of their laws stories histories and
prophecies should the old testament be read by itself or in light of the new
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testament john bergsma and brant pitre offer readable in depth answers to
these questions as they introduce each book of the old testament they not only
examine the literature from a historical and cultural perspective but also
interpret it theologically drawing on the new testament and the faith of the
catholic church unique among introductions this volume places the old
testament in its liturgical context showing how its passages are employed in
the current lectionary used at mass accessible to nonexperts this thorough
and up to date introduction to the old testament can serve as an idea textbook
for biblical studies its unique approach along with its maps illustrations and
other reference materials makes it a valuable resource for seminarians priests
scripture scholars theologians and catechists as well as anyone seeking a
deeper understanding of the bible

from the creation and the tree of knowledge through the exodus from egypt
and the journey to the promised land james kugel shows us how the earliest
interpreters of the scriptures radically transformed the bible
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